
make up these organs will begin to deteriorate. It is estimated that 72,000 people in the United 
States suffer from sickle cell disease. These patients often express that most medical doctors and 
scientists focus on managing the pains that are caused by the disease, rather than seeking to find 
and offer a cure. Given this plausible concern, it is critical that medical experts, government 
officials, and community leaders work collaboratively to develop programs that promote and offer 
early diagnosis, treatment options, and significant research, with the ultimate aim of finding a cure 
for what has been generally regarded as the “incurable” inherited disease. 
 
Procedure 

Research Sickle Cell Disease 
1.  Research sickle cell disease to find the following information: 

•  A definition of sickle cell disease 
•  How sickle cell disease is inherited 
•  The symptoms of sickle cell disease 
•  An explanation of why sickle cell disease is the result of a mutation 
•  A list of resources that can be used to learn more information about sickle cell disease 

2.  Record all of the information about sickle cell disease in your lab journal. Make sure to gather 
both information and pictures. Cite the source for all information and pictures. 

Create a Sickle Cell Disease News Article 
1.  Identify your target audience. Who will you be wanting to inform with your news article? How 

will your writing and presentation of your article change because of your target audience? 

Write About Sickle Cell Disease 
 
Activity  

1 

Sickle cell disease is the most common genetic disease in the 
world. This debilitating disease mainly affects people of African 
descent, but it can also affect Hispanic people of Caribbean 
ancestry and people of Middle-Eastern and Indian descent. 
Sickle cell disease is an inherited disorder that causes 
normally round blood cells to take on a sickle shape. These 
sickle-shaped cells clog the bloodstream, creating obstructions 
that result in severe medical complications. While the effects of 
sickle cell disease vary from person to person, the 
complications caused by this disease can be dire. Sickle cell 
disease can affect every major organ in the body. The disease 
can prevent oxygen from reaching the spleen, liver, kidneys, 
lungs, heart, or other organs. Without oxygen, the cells that 

Genes and Gene Mutations 
Inheritance of Traits 



2.  Think about how you will organize your information into a well-organized news article and 
create an outline of what your article will look like. Your news article should include:  

•  A definition of sickle cell disease 
•  How sickle cell disease is inherited 
•  The symptoms of sickle cell disease 
•  An explanation of why sickle cell disease is the result of a mutation 
•  A list of resources that can be used to learn more information about sickle cell disease 

3.  Use a computer to create a digital news article that includes the information you found during 
your research. 

4.  List the sources you used to find the information and pictures included in the news article. 
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Write About Sickle Cell Disease 
 
Activity 


